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A GROUNDBREAKING EVENT

Join more than 300 coastal indigenous elders, leaders, 

cultural practitioners, scientists and witnesses, as well 

as non-tribal participants, for the first national U.S. 

symposium addressing the impacts of climate change on 

coastal indigenous peoples.  

This inaugural event will be hosted by the coastal treaty 

tribes of Washington state—the Hoh, Makah, and 

Quileute Tribes and the Quinault Indian Nation—in 

collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution’s National 

Museum of the American Indian, NOAA’s Office of 

National Marine Sanctuaries, and other partners. These 

coastal tribes are resource trustees with treaty-derived 

management authority for their natural resources.



A MATTER OF
CULTURAL SURVIVAL

Climate change, the variation in the Earth’s climate over 

time, is a pressing issue for coastal indigenous cultures, 

other coastal communities, and coastal and ocean 

resource managers. Among its most dramatic and 

economically significant effects are heat waves, drought, 

floods, and changing ocean conditions that affect the sea 

life on which coastal cultures depend.





LEARNING FROM TRADITIONAL 
ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE

Regional panels representing Pacific Islands, Alaska, the 

West Coast, East Coast, Great Lakes and Gulf of Mexico 

will examine how Native people and their cultures have 

adapted to climate change for thousands of years, and 

what their future, and that of the nation, may hold as the 

impacts of climate change continue.

The symposium dialogue will identify ways indigenous 

cultures may be able to increase their resilience and 

adaptability to predicted climate change impacts—and 

how these lessons apply to us all. Participants will identify 

ways to incorporate indigenous ecological knowledge in 

U.S. climate change science, education and governance.





For more information about the First Stewards symposium, 

including event registration and sponsorship opportunities, 

please visit firststewards.org
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